When the Lord and His Name are One 

Phil 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. ESV

Zech 14:7-9 And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light. 8  On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter. 9 And the Lord will be king over all the earth. On that day the Lord will be one and his name one. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

It’s one thing to be a born-again child of God; it’s quite another to live up to all that is available to you as a born-again child of God.  Let me say it another way:  it’s one thing to be redeemed and have all of the promises of God available to you, and it’s quite another to actually possess the promises and grasp them and make them your own.  There is quite a bit of difference between having a promise made to you and having the promise itself.  The children of Israel in the book of Numbers were people who had great promises at their fingertips but they were still wandering in a wilderness with the actual possession of the promises beyond the Jordan river.  That is too often a portrait of the people of God today in that there are many born-again, Spirit-filled Apostolic Christians who live way beneath their means in God.  They are like a child who has just been given a chocolate factory and the door has been opened to loads of sweet confections who yet stand outside the door and just look inwardly without actually passing through to get the good stuff.  So do we often live having been given an open passage into the glorious blessings of God and yet refusing to take them up in hand.  If you are an Apostolic Christian, you stand before an open door that has been opened by God Himself, yet so many shout over the fact the door has opened and yet never walk through.  

Why is this so common?  Why do we so often slight ourselves and choose to spiritually live beneath where we could?  I think sometimes it is the result of conditioning and a holdover from our days spent in sin.  Go to the circus and you will eventually come across the very curious sight of a gigantic elephant tied with a rope to this tiny stake in the ground.  This is the same elephant that will lift weights in the show and fling human beings around in a choreographed routine of strength.  This is the same elephant that could squish that little clown into a grease spot on the floor if it so chose.  You and I both know that all that elephant would have to do is lean a bit against that rope and that little bitty stake would come right out.  But it’s safe and the elephant won’t do it because he doesn’t think that he can.  From the time he was an itty-bitty elephant he’s been conditioned.  They took a very much larger and sturdier stake in the beginning and tied him to it and as a little elephant he pulled and strained and tried to get away with everything in him.  And when he couldn’t, one day he quit trying and now he’s much bigger and stronger now and the stake is smaller and lighter and it would be no problem for him to escape, but he will not because he will not try because of the years of conditioning in bondage.  

So do we so often sell ourselves short in the promises of God in that the years that we spent bound in sin have conditioned us to believe that we cannot reach for and achieve the highest heights and blessings.  We used to be in bondage and it used to be that we really could not have reached such things, but things are different now!  We’ve been set free and we’ve been strengthened by the hand of God and we have His Spirit with us now.  And we could reach the greatest heights of the blessings of God if we would only try and yet many of us sell ourselves short because we do not try because we have been conditioned by years of sin to believe that we cannot.  

If you are here today and such applies to you, then know that the limitation exists only in your mind, because who the Son sets free is free indeed – he is completely and totally free!  Some of have the issues and shortcomings that we do simply because we believe the lie that we must be that way.  That is why we need that “renewing of the mind” that the writer of Hebrews talked about.  After we have been set free, we need God to change the way we think so that we are no longer conditioned to think that we are bound!  We need to change our mindset to realizing that we can now do all things through Christ who strengthens us!  Don’t let the conditioning of the bondage of sin cause you to live beneath what is freely available and accessible to you in God!  

Another reason why so many Apostolic Christians sell themselves short and don’t ever press through to actually partake of all that God has for them is because of ignorance.  That is not a demeaning word but simply means, “a lack of knowledge.”  Many Christians don’t press towards having all that is available to them because they simply don’t know what all is available to them.  They don’t strive to grasping the higher things in God because they don’t know what the higher things in God are.  Let’s try to change that today and I would like to reveal some of the great blessings that are available to people who meet certain criteria of God with the aim of somebody having the “light click on” that these things can be yours if you would only move forward and upward and grasp them!      

_______________________________________________________________________

This great source of promises is the last three chapters of the book of Zechariah, chapters 12, 13, and 14.  I love these chapters and they are key prophetic chapters because they detail God turning back to the Jewish people in the end times and His coming to give Israel a second chance at salvation.  If you come to the prophecy series when we begin that in a few weeks, you will become very familiar with these scriptures as to their literal application to the nation of Israel.  In short, they describe Jesus Christ, the very One whom they pierced, crucified, and rejected coming back to save them and pour out mercy and blessings extraordinaire upon them.  

There are some who would wonder, “why Israel?”  “Why does God show these particular people such kindness and make such wonderful promises to them?”  And it is a fair question but one that our text answers for us.  Israel has always been unique among the nations and their uniqueness has always stemmed from that they believe in only one God, the Jehovah God of the Old Testament.  Such beliefs have always been the reason that they have been persecuted by the world and blessed mightily by God.  To a devout Jew, the most important scripture is the shema, Deuteronomy 6:4 which states:

Deut 6:4 "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. ESV    

They stubbornly and steadfastly hold to the belief that there is only one Supreme Being of the Universe and He is the Jehovah God of the Bible.  

When we turn to our text in Zechariah we read of “a day” of blessing and glorious victory where God’s mercy is turned upon the Jewish people and we read this about that day:

Zech 14:9 And the Lord will be king over all the earth. On that day the Lord will be one and his name one. ESV

“On that day the Lord will be one and His name one.”  Let us pause here and realize that this is not talking about a change coming in God or in who He is.  God does not change and will forever be the same.  The Lord has always been one and His name has always been one.  He has revealed to man slowly over the centuries lesser titles and names, but there is only one name that is higher than all of the rest – and this is the supreme, one true name of God.  Such has always been and let me reemphasize:  the Lord has always been one and His name one!   

But what this scripture is talking about is Israel getting further revelation of that fact.  Flip back to chapter 12 and you find that the Lord will come on this day to Israel to save them.  And when He comes and they rush to meet Jehovah God, Zechariah says that “they will look upon me whom they have pierced.” (Zechariah 12:10)  And they will be astonished to see their Lord, their One God, with scars in His hands and they will ask Him, “what are these wounds in your hands?”  (Zechariah 13:6 – or it could be translated to read “in your back” either way it applies to Jesus Christ!)  And on that particular day they will get a revelation that the God of the Old Testament and the God of the New Testament are one and the same!  They will realize that their Lord and Jehovah God came to earth to die for them and was crucified and is none other than Jesus Christ!  And then all will click and the light bulb will turn on and Israel will realize, “Jesus and Jehovah are one and the same!”  They will grasp that, “Jehovah has been revealed to us further and Jesus is His name!”  They will rush out to the Mt. Olives to meet Jehovah who is coming as promised and they will be shocked to realize that the wounds in His body prove that this is not His first visit to earth and Jerusalem at all, but is actually His second coming!  And when that revelation sinks in, then “on that day the Lord will one and His name one.”  They will have realized a great and solemn truth!  And their grasping of this truth will be what makes available all of these great promises of God “on that day.”  

I read this and grasp this and I want to say, “hey, wait a minute!”  When Israel gets that revelation one day, they will not be the first to have grasped it!  Such a revelation was grasped by the Apostles in the very beginning and taught throughout the early Apostolic church!  Paul grasped that very same realization on the road to Damascus when that trembling Jew asked the voice from heaven, “who are you, Lord” and the answer came back, “I am Jesus!”  Peter grasped that fact long before anybody else did.  Thomas was a bit slower and so was Philip but both eventually got there, one crying to Jesus, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28) and the other being told by Jesus, “if you have seen me you have seen the Father, why do you ask that?” (John 14:8-10)  It was Paul who wrote in our companion text about Jesus that:

Phil 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. ESV

Of all the names given by God and of God, the highest, the One supreme name is that of Jesus Christ!  It is this name that Jesus told us was the name of the Father (John 5:43).  And that it would be the Son whose name would be called “Everlasting Father, the Mighty God.”  Grasp the truth well:  if Jesus is the highest name that every thing in heaven and on earth should bow and submit to, then Jesus must be the Supreme God of the universe because if there were another person somehow in the Godhead, it would be subject and under Jesus Christ.  There is no such a thing and someone grasp the truth that most of Israel has yet to get:  the one God of the Old Testament is the one God of the New Testament:  He is Savior and Lord and Jesus is His name!  Our God is not two and not three and not four and not many, but the Lord our God is one and His name is one!  Just call Him Jesus!  

The startling and exciting truth is that I am preaching to many people here tonight who have already grasped such a revelation that the Israelites have yet to receive.  And if “on the day” that they grasp that the Lord is one and that His name is one, they – by virtue of that revelation – suddenly have all of the great promises and blessings given by God.  And if God is no respecter of persons, then it follows that if we today know that the Lord is one and His name is one, then those promises apply spiritually to us too!  That is, the same promises that God will give them when they grasp that the Lord and His name are one, are available today to you and I who have already grasped such things!  When the Lord and His name are one in your life, great and exceeding and precious promises and blessings are available to you!  

_______________________________________________________________________

The key phrase of our text is “on that day.”  They received the revelation of the Lord and His name being one, “on that day” and throughout these last three chapters of Zechariah that phrase is used to denote the blessings and promises that are available to them “on that day.”  Flip your Bibles back open to the 12th chapter of Zechariah and let me point out the great blessings and promises that are given to those for whom “the Lord and His name are one!”  We are people of the name and of the Lord – let us grasp all that is available for us to have in God!  

Look to verse 3 of the 12th chapter and we immediately find a promise that will be given “on that day:”  

Zech 12:3a On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples. All who lift it will surely hurt themselves. ESV 

When I was a teenager we would go primitive camping every year on the Cossatot River in central Arkansas.  It was beautiful with a crystal clear water and waterfalls tumbling down a rocky river bed.  Being young and stupid, we would climb up on a peak overlooking the river and try to move the biggest rocks that we could find to make them tumble down into the river and make a huge splash.  And after about five or six smaller ones, we would start trying to get really big rocks to move and all of us would gather around this gargantuan rock and try to heave it and move it.  

Such is the image here in scripture and it is the promise of stability given by God to His people.  God says, “I will make it so that nothing can move you off course or off where you need to be.  You will be settled and sure and have a sure foundation and if an enemy were to try to unsettle you they will only hurt themselves but you will not be budged!”  Oh, that we would claim this promise today!  If it feels like life is always in an uproar and that nothing seems sure or steady, you need to grasp this promise of the Word of God and stand upon it!  When you have the revelation that the Lord is One and His name is one, you have the promise that God is going to establish you and that you will not be easily moved from living for Him and His blessings!  

The devil works so often through fear and tries to convince us that living for God is “a slippery place.”  He tries to tell you that “you cannot keep living right and doing right and with this commitment for very long because you will soon fall” as if it were a ledge or precarious place and a hard place to abide.  But God’s promise to you is, “when the Lord and His name is One in your life there is a promise given that I will make you as a heavy stone that cannot be budged!”  You can make it to heaven!  You can abide in truth for the rest of your life!  You can withstand the efforts of the enemy to move you from the truth!  You can stand for God and stay in righteousness because God is on your side to help you!  Somebody trust and believe His promise over the threat of the enemy!  “I will not be moved, because I know the Lord and His name are one and I trust in Him!”  

Look on down in the chapter to verse 6 and we find yet another promise that tags along with this one:

Zech 12:6 "On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a blazing pot in the midst of wood, like a flaming torch among sheaves. And they shall devour to the right and to the left all the surrounding peoples, while Jerusalem shall again be inhabited in its place, in Jerusalem. ESV         

This is the sweet promise of victory over your enemies!  God said that on that day that they grasp this precious revelation of His identity, that they will be victorious over every foe that defeats them.  And they will do this through “the clans of Judah” and – as most of you know – “Judah” means “praise.”  

When you know who God truly is and have the full revelation of the precious name of Jesus, there is a power in your praise!  When you praise, it causes your enemies to shrink from you and melt away and it causes what would have devoured you to instead be devoured!  Never, ever let the enemy convince you that your praise is worthless and pointless and never, ever let anything keep you from praising your God freely and mightily!  Because when you know that the Lord and His name are one, there is a special and mighty result to your praise:  it brings victory over anything that would come against you!  

Oh, there’s more!  We have but skimmed the surface of the great and exceeding promises to those who grasp the Lord and His name are one!  God also says:

Zech 12:8 On that day the Lord will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them on that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like the angel of the Lord, going before them. ESV  

What a powerful promise this is!  “the feeblest among them on that day shall be like David.”  This is the great promise of strengthening.  David was the greatest fighter that ever lived in Israel and God is saying, “when my people get the revelation that I and my name are one, then I will make available strength to even the weakest person so that their strength would be as David’s was!”  

Do you feel spiritually weak and impotent?  You don’t have to stay that way – not if you have this revelation of the Lord and His name – because God has promised to strengthen you!  Somebody needs to be encouraged and lean on Jesus Christ rather than your own understanding again!  Somebody needs to be transformed to that of the power and faith of David!  Let the weak say, “I am strong” and the poor say, “I am rich!”  Jesus Christ has provided a way for you to be empowered no matter what you came in here feeling like!  Talking about the great promises available when the Lord and His Name are one!  

______________________________________________________________________

Let us move onward to the 13th chapter of the book of Zechariah!  Ignorance is fading away and we are grasping the magnificent promises available to God’s people who know who He is!  We read:

Zech 13:1 "On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness. ESV

This is the merciful promise of a fountain of cleansing made available.  What great mercy is available to God’s people!  A mercy that flows as a fountain, more than we could ever use or fathom!  Think of a fountain that flows day and night; night and day.  And periodically some people come to the fountain and bathe, but how much water flows by that is not even used or needed, yet it is freely available!?  So is God’s mercy to those who know that the Lord and His name are one!  What mercy He gives – far more than we could ever need and definitely enough to cleanse your sins and shortcomings!  What a shame to let such a fountain go unused at all!  You can conquer your sins and you can find forgiveness and you can be cleansed, His mercy is fountain that flows freely to those who recognize His identity!  Cry out to Jesus – you can find cleansing from all uncleanness!  

Zech 13:4-5 “On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies. He will not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive, 5 but he will say, 'I am no prophet, I am a worker of the soil, for a man sold me in my youth.' ESV

As Elijah and John the Baptist wore hairy coats when the prophesied, so such things became a mark of a prophet of God.  In Zechariah’s day there were deceivers, people who claimed to be a prophet who were not and who were living a lie.  They would put on such a rough coat in order to fool people that they were really from God.  And through their prophecies and their masquerade, they would deceive people from money and honor.  But here, God promises us that on that day when Israel gets the revelation that the Lord is one and His name is one, suddenly the false prophet will no longer put on his hairy cloak to deceive.  Instead, he will no longer claim to be something that he is not and will return instead to farming and an honest living.  

This, then, is the promise of removal of living a lie.  Or, put another way, the promise of deliverance from a life of deception.  To His people who fully realize who He is, God says, “you don’t have to live behind a mask any more!”  “I can free you from a double life!”  “I can make you genuine through and through!”  This is the promise of God’s ability to remove the charades and the false fronts and the tangled webs that people get themselves into in life.  This is the promise that God can deliver you from hypocritical behavior and double-mindedness!  You can truly be set free and free to live and be what God called you to be!  When the Lord is exalted as one and His name is one, He pulls away all of the shrouds and lets light flood in to even the darkest parts of our souls!  We can be truly living for Him through and through, that is a promise from the Almighty God to those who know Him!  

Onward to the 14th and final chapter of Zechariah we march, ever learning of the great and fantastic promises available to those for whom the Lord is one and His name one!  We read:

Zech 14:4 On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward. ESV

This is to say that Jesus Christ will return to the very city of Jerusalem and His feet will touch the very Mount of Olives from which He first ascended and left the earth almost two thousands years ago.  This is in effect the promise of Jesus returning.  It will have been a long drought of His presence and over two millennia will have passed but He will return as He promised.  And because this is the final fulfillment of what He meant when He said, “I will go away but I will come back” this scripture is also the promise of fulfillment of long-standing promises.  

Do you feel as if it has been a while since Jesus did a mighty thing in your life?  You have a promise to stand upon here that He will come to you and return to do great things!  Do you feel as if there are some promises in your life that God promised you quite a while ago and that you have yet to see fulfilled?  Let me answer those questions with another question:  do you know who the Lord truly is and what His name is?  Are you one of those for whom the Lord is one and His name one?  Then these promises are for you!  He will not leave you deserted and abandoned and if you call to Him, He will return to you to do great works!  And although you may have waited so long on certain of His promises that you have grown discouraged and disheartened and even given up hope of ever seeing them, know that this other promise will have the last say:  not one of His Words will fall to the ground and His promises will be fulfilled and He will make sure of it!  There may be – like Abraham and Sarah – a space of time between the giving of the promise and the receiving of the blessings, but if you know who He is, rest assured that it is coming!  Such is a promise to those for whom the Lord and His name are one!  

There are two more promises contained in this chapter and so let us grasp them lest we sell ourselves short of everything that God has for us!  We read beginning in verse six:

Zech 14:6-7 On that day there shall be no light, cold, or frost. 7  And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light. ESV    

The translation of verse 6 is one of the more difficult passages of the scriptures to get right and we are not completely sure of what the original Hebrew is saying.  The Septuagint, that Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures done before the time of Christ and quoted by Jesus and His Apostles, translates verse 6 to mean, “there shall no longer be the interchanging of seasons, but lasting sunshine.”  This seems to harmonize with verse seven, where we find that there will no longer be day or night and “at evening time there will be light.”  This is the great promise of the disruption and ceasing of life cycles.  We do not know if this will be for a day or for a Millennia or for the rest of the life of the earth, but we do know that in some way it will happen.  

It is easier to apply spiritually, because many, many people are victims of cycles in their lives.  Just as the brightest and clearest day will inevitably be followed by utter darkness, so does it seem inevitable that their moment of hope, deliverance, and rejoicing will be followed by yet another cycle of doubt, depression, and sin.  Some people’s lives are so cyclic that they are predictable and they repeat the same mistakes and fall for the same traps and respond the same old way.  And so their summer of harvest quickly chills off into a fall and then the spiritual deadness of winter.  And then they let God spring them back to life in a moment of regeneration and then seem to move again to a moment of harvest and then yet the cycle turns again and the spiritual coldness comes again.  I marvel at how well the concept of spiritual seasons describes some people’s walk with God.  

Seasons of life will come and go, but you do not have to stay on a spiritual roller coaster, for this is a great promise to those whom know the Lord and His name are both one:  He can break the cycle in your life and where once was winter will be warmth and where once was evening, now shall be light!  I’ve had people tell me, “I cannot help this cycle thing, it’s just the way I am.”  To which I ask:  “Do you know who Jesus Christ is and that His name is the highest of them all!?”  “Do you know that there is only one Lord and God and that He is none other than Jesus Christ?”  If you do, then your excuse is a lie because He has revealed Himself to you to break the cycles and the spiritual seasons that would tie you to them!  There can be warmth in what sin says should be a winter!  There can be light in what has always been a time of evening in your life!  God promises to be able to disrupt and cease the spiritual roller coaster ride of your life, but you’ve got to believe it and claim it!  

And finally we read in verse eight:

Zech 14:8 On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter. ESV       

You have to go to the prophecies of Ezekiel to fully grasp what God is talking about here, but essentially the Dead Sea will again have an outlet.  When Jesus Christ comes back, the Mt. Olives will split and a passage will be made through Jerusalem so that the Dead Sea can flow into the Mediterranean Sea.  The Dead Sea has the Jordan river flow into it constantly but because it has no outlet, it has such a high nutrient content that no life can live there.  But when God gives it an outlet to the Mediterranean Sea, the waters will be healed so that fish and life will once again abound.  (See Ezekiel 47)  

This final promise is the promise of dead and dormant waters made fruitful.  If there are areas of your life where it seems that nothing good has developed and that nothing of worth has come, God promised to let His healing waters flow and heal those areas until they are teeming and fruitful and profitable to you and His kingdom!  Truly areas of your life that you thought were the lowest and deadest parts can be resurrected by the coming and power of Jesus Christ!  Those things that you have prayed for so long that you have all but given up on, God still knows about and hears!  Those people whom you would label as “Dead Seas” in that they hear the Word of God and receive blessing after blessing and witness after witness flowing into them and yet only seem to grow more spiritually dormant, can yet be resurrected!  These dry bones, Son of Man, can yet live again by the power of the Spirit of God!  Do you know who God is?  Do you know that our Lord is one?  Do you know His name, the one Supreme name that is above all name?  Then it is not too late even with the Dead Seas in your life, because you have a great promise of His ability to make the dead and dormant waters fruitful!  

_______________________________________________________________________

“How do I receive these promises, preacher?”  First, get the revelation that the Lord is one and His name is one, and then they are available to you.  Just receive them and walk through the door.  Reach for them and grasp them.  God is here even now and wants to fulfill these great promises in His Word.  He wants to establish you so that you can never be moved; He wants to give you victory and strengthen those who are weak; He has His cleansing fountain of mercy and forgiveness that is available right now; He wants to tear off the masks and enable you to serve Him with a pure and singular heart; He wants to come to You and to fulfill some promises that He made even a long time ago; He wants to deliver you from the cycles of life and sin and give you light in the evening time; He wants to turn your dead seas into living waters!  Don’t sell yourself short, but let God do what God has promised!  Such are the great promises available when the Lord and His name are one!       

